










Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together in church. Joel 
giggled, sang, and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough.  ‘You're not 
supposed to talk out loud in church,’ she said. 
‘Why? Who's going to stop me?’  Joel asked. 
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, ‘See those two men standing by the door? 
They're hushers.’ 

** 

First pancake 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5 and Ryan 3.  The boys began to 
argue over who would get the first pancake.  Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral 
lesson. She said:  ‘If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, “Let my brother have the first 
pancake, I can wait.”’ 
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, ‘Ryan, you be Jesus!’ 

** 

Seagull 

A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up to him, 
grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand.  ‘Daddy, 
what happened to him?’ the son asked. 

‘He died and went to Heaven,’ the father replied.  The boy thought a moment and then said, 
‘Did God throw him back down?’ 

** 

Blessing 

A wife invited some people to dinner.  At the table, she turned to their six-year-old daughter 
and asked her to say the blessing. ‘I don’t know what to say,’ the girl replied. 
‘Just say what you hear Mummy say,’ the wife answered. 
The daughter bowed her head and said,  ‘Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to 
dinner?’ 

** 

Preach better 

A young curate who had just been ordained stepped in to take the sermon at very short 
notice, because the vicar was ill.  At the end of the sermon he explained apologetically: ‘At 
such short notice I’m afraid I just had to rely on the Holy Spirit.  Next week I hope to do 
better!’ 

** 



Puzzle Corner                 July 2018               David Bloodworth 

Any Tom, Dick or Harry 

For this month's puzzle I've come up with a quiz themed on the above expression. 

1 Bathsheba Everdene, Tess Durbeyfield and Michael Henchard are all characters created 
by which author? 

2 Which Archbishop of Canterbury was murdered in his Cathedral in 1170? 

3 What is the stage name by which singer, Sir Thomas John Woodward (born 7 June 1940), 
is far better known? 

4 In which year were the remains of King Richard III discovered beneath a Leicester Car 
Park? 

5 A famous prayer attributed to St. Richard of Chichester was the inspiration for which 
Godspell song? 

6 Who produced and directed the 1982 Oscar winning film, Gandhi? 

7 Who, in 1945, became the 33rd President of the USA? 

8 In which year was the first Harry Potter novel published? 

9 Where is Prince Harry placed in the line of succession to the throne? 

10 Which Cole Porter Musical features the song ‘Tom, Dick or Harry’ ? 

I have tried to cover a good range of subject areas and of difficulty in the questions and therefore 
suggest that a score of 6 or more warrants a pat on the back. However, should you be in need a bit 
of help here are a couple of bonus clues: 

The questions are structured 1,2 & 3 Tom; 4,5 & 6 Dick; 7,8 & 9 Harry; 10 All three 

The answer to Q3 is ‘not unusual’! 

As ever, the answers can be found elsewhere in this issue of Jottings. 
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Father’s Day 
This year Father’s Day was on Sunday 17th June and as part of my service for that day I 
talked about the origin of Father’s Day.  As quite a few people were away Tom thought it 
would be a good idea to put this information into Jottings, so here goes. Despite most 
people thinking that card manufacturers dreamed this up as a way to increase card sales 
this is not the case. It originated as a church service in America. 

William Jackson Smart was an American Civil War veteran, who lived on a rural farm in 
eastern Washington. He was widowed when his wife died giving birth to their sixth child. One 
of his daughters grew up to become Mrs Sonora Dodd, and while listening to a Mother's Day 
sermon in 1909 at her church in Spokane, she realised all the sacrifices her father had made 
for her and her brothers and sisters. She approached her minister and some friends about 
having a church service dedicated to fathers on 5 June, the anniversary of her father's 
death.  

This date was too soon for her minister to prepare the service, so they chose a few weeks 
later on 19 June and, from that first service in Spokane, the state of Washington has 
celebrated the third Sunday in June as Father's Day. It was adopted as an official national 
holiday in the USA in 1972. Since then it has spread across the world as the specific day on 
which fathers should be honoured by their children. In the Roman Catholic tradition, 
fatherhood is celebrated on 19 March, the feast of St Joseph, and some countries celebrate 
fathers on different days, but the third Sunday in June is the most widely recognised.  

So this is how it started, however the card manufactures did jump on the band wagon although it 
does not generate as many cards as Mother’s day yet! 

Preachers, Stewards & Readers list  July 2018 

 

1/7/18 Communion Brian Cartwright Diane & Eddie 
Reubens, Carol 

Judith Wilson Wendy Cook Cath Taylor 

8/7/18 Communion Eddie Reubens Brian 
Cartwright, 
Judith Wilson, 
Jean Roper 

Cath Taylor Mary Howley Jean Roper 

15/7/18 MW Paul Lowe Diane & Eddie 
Reubens, Carol 

Brian 
Cartwright 

David 
Bloodworth 

Christine 
Bloodworth 

22/7/18 MW John Parnham Max & Mary 
Healey 

Brian 
Cartwright 

Wendy Cook Jean Roper 

29/7/18 Joint service 
with 
Atherstone @ 
HG 

Judith Wilson Café Church ** 



** Although the service will start at 10-30 as usual it is a good idea to come at least 10-00mins early 
to ensure you have a coffee before we start. Bring your favourite hymn, Bible passage, prayer or just  

Something you would like to share with the church family. If you would like to provide some cakes as 
well that would be good too.  

 

Bible Study  July 

Tuesday 10th July 7-15 for 7-00 

Tuesday  24th July  7-15 for 7-00 

NB  There will be no Bible Study in August.  

 

Other dates for your Diary:- 

Monday 2nd July Church Council Meeting  7-00pm 

Tuesday 3rd July   ROC  subcommittee meeting dealing with Loneliness and 
Social Isolation.  7-30pm in church. If you are interested in coming to this 
meeting you would be very welcome just let Judith know. 

The Wednesday coffee morning 10-00 until 12-30.  

Friday 13th July  Fun Club  7-8.30pm 

 

 

Puzzle Corner Answers 

1. Thomas Hardy                                2. Thomas a Beckett 

3. Tom Jones                                      4. 2012 

5. Day by Day                                    6. Richard Attenborough 

7. Harry S Truman                               8. 1997  

9. 6th                                                   10. Kiss Me Kate                                          

 





Starting with ‘why?’ 
When I first came to the diocese I was very impressed by the way in which our 
parishes were united by what has been called our three-fold purpose 
statement: 

“To worship God, make new disciples and transform communities.” 

My commitment to these foundational activities remains unchanged. 

At the same time, I’ve been challenged to ask the question, “Why do we do 
these things?” and to distinguish the why question from the what (we do) and 
how (we do it) questions. 

There’s no doubt that our three-fold statement is a great summary of what we 
do, but it doesn’t explain why we do them. 

Our mission is “to worship God, make new disciples and to transform 
communities”.  But is this really the best way to describe the shared purpose of 
the whole diocese? 

Why do we do what we do? 
Because of our great cathedral, the diocese is known throughout the world for 
the ministry of reconciliation. 

Although this ministry began and continues in Coventry Cathedral, in recent 
years we have seen a growing desire for ‘reconciliation’ to be at the heart of the 
Whole Diocese of Coventry. 
St Paul described the gospel in in this way: 

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”  2 Corinthians 5:18  

Perhaps this verse gives us the best answer to the question, “Why does the 
whole diocese of Coventry exist?” 
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As we approach the midpoint of our Diocesan 
Centenary year, I want to share with you my 
reflections about what God has been doing among us 
in recent months, and the shared future to which 
God is calling us. 

During his visit to the diocese in May, Archbishop 
Justin said: 

“One of the inspiring things this week has been seeing the way that the 
Diocese of Coventry is drawing together all aspects of God’s ministry.  
This great strength that comes from unity is so exciting.” 

I too am excited about this, and my prayer is that you will be excited too. 

Some of what I am about to say has been captured in a two-minute video that 
can be downloaded at   https://vimeo.com/270059416 

If you’ve not already done so, I’d be very grateful of could watch this video and 
share it with others. 

Whole Diocese 
During our preparations for the Diocesan Centenary we started to rediscover 
what it means to be a diocese; or, to be more precise, what it means to be a 
whole diocese. 

By speaking about whole diocese, we 
recognise that this includes not only our 
parish and other church communities, 
but also our schools, chaplaincies and 
cathedral, who together gather around 
the bishop to share in the apostolic 
ministry and mission given to us by our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We all have our part to play in the work of God in this place. 

Page 1 June 2018 

June 2018 

https://vimeo.com/270059416


All this is from God  It all begins with God.  It’s all grace. 

This is why we worship God.  

 

…who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ  This is why we make new disciples.  

 

…and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation  

The good news – our reconciliation with God 
in Christ and the healing that it brings to our 
fractured relationships with each other and 
the earth – is to be made known and made 
visible by the power of the Spirit.   

This is why churches transform communities. 

This is why schools help children to live life in 
all its fullness. 

This is why chaplaincies help organisations to 
hear the gospel and to reflect God’s kingdom. 

This is why our cathedral promotes peace and 
reconciliation in the diocese and throughout 
the world.  

It also illustrates why we all need each other.  The ministry of reconciliation is 
so immense, so all-encompassing, that the cathedral can’t do it alone.  
Furthermore, churches can’t do it alone, schools can’t do it alone and chaplains 
can’t do it alone.  We can only fulfil our God-given ministry by working together. 

Our mission has not changed.  We continue “to worship God, make new 
disciples and transform communities”.  But perhaps a better expression of our 
purpose is to be: 

“Partners together in the Gospel and ministry of reconciliation.” 

By grace, God has reconciled us to himself through Christ and calls us to invite 
others to enter into the reality of this reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:20) and to 
live out its full implications in relationships between people, communities and 
nations.  As the Dean puts it, we are ‘journeying together from a fractured past 
towards a shared future’. 
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A shared purpose for a shared future 
I’ve tried to summarise some of the recent discussions in Bishop’s Staff and 
Council and I offer these for your prayerful consideration so that we can 
develop these ideas together. 

As I mentioned at the outset, the midpoint of our centenary year feels like an 
appropriate time to be doing this.  In the remainder of the year I hope there 
will be much discussion, not only about the ‘why?’, but also about the ‘how?’ 
we journey together. 

I’d very much welcome any responses from individuals or groups.  There are 
also two resources that I want to bring to your attention. 

First, I commend to you a short paper written by our Director of 
Communications entitled Godly Communication.  I am grateful to those of you 
who commented on an earlier draft, and Graeme Pringle has now updated this 
paper in the light of these comments and other discussions. 

As he says in his introduction to the paper: 

“Communication is integral to God’s being, God’s mission and God’s 
strategy, and these realities are to shape the culture of our whole 
diocese.  Without it, leaders can’t empower, structures are ineffective and 
it’s difficult to form loving relationships.”  

Good communication will be vital for our journey together as a whole diocese.  
I therefore commend this paper for discussion in churches, schools, 
chaplaincies, cathedral, synods, boards, committees and diocesan offices. 

Second, I commend to you a day’s Centenary Conference called ‘Into a Shared 
Future’, to be held in Coventry Cathedral on Saturday 3 November 2018. 

I hope that hundreds of people from our churches, schools, chaplaincies and 
the cathedral will gather to consider the next steps 
of our journey together.  Please put the date in 
your diary, and look out for further details which 
will be announced shortly. 

With my great appreciation of your place in the 
Whole Diocese of Coventry. 

As ever, yours in Christ 
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