


Dear Friends 

September has for the last 34 years at least been a very happy month for me personally. I had 
my daughter in September and then 3 years later my son arrived.  One was slightly early and 
the other definitely late so they should have been in separate months but no there is just a 
week between their birthdays. Then 4 years ago 2 of my grandchildren were also born in 
September so as a family we now have 4 birthdays in 12 days.  Because of all these arrivals 
September has always felt like a month of celebration but also a month where things change 
overnight.    
 
I decided to look up what September meant on a well-known search engine and found the 
following. “ From the name of the ninth month (though it means "seventh month" in Latin, 
since it was originally the seventh month of the Roman year),  “ and for those of you who like 
some statistics “ September is the ninth month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian 
calendars, the third of four months to have a length of 30 days, and the fourth of five months 
to have a length of less than 31 days”  and lastly I found “ the ninth month of the year, in the 
northern hemisphere usually considered the first month of autumn”  So it sounds like the 
month we all know as September has also gone through a few changes.   
 
The other event that is often associated with this month is harvest. In the UK the harvest 
festival, also known as the harvest home, is traditionally celebrated on the Sunday nearest the 
harvest moon. This is the full Moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox, which is often 
between 21-23 September.  In the past this would have been held as soon as the harvest had 
been completed and the final cartload triumphantly returned to the farm where the Harvest 
Supper, also known as the ‘Harvest Home’, would take place. This was a vital time of year, 
when success was a genuine matter of life or death. A prosperous harvest ensured that a 
community would be fed throughout the potentially barren winter months. It’s therefore no 
surprise that it was also a time steeped in superstition and, if successful, much celebration.   
 
As we celebrate Harvest this year with all the lovely fruit and veg that our ever-resourceful 
allotment growers and gardeners will produce let us also think about everything that we as a 
church at Horeston Grange have achieved over the last 12 months. We have gone through a 
lot of change both in our buildings structure with the new kitchen and the lovely new heaters 
which we now have and which will allow us to open the Church building to more people. 
There have also been all the new members who have brought so many talents to our 
congregation and of course the members who have started to take services something which 2 
years ago they would maybe not have thought about doing.  
 
There is one other very exciting change that we are soon to go through and that is the arrival 
of our new Minister Allan, so let us celebrate what we have achieved so far as a Church and 
help us to look forward with the help of Allan to an even greater Harvest in all its forms in 
the future.  
 
Hilary 



Puzzle Corner                 September 2018           David Bloodworth 

Jackets off 

Below you will find a list of words which have been stripped of their first and last letters and your 
task is simply to replace those missing letters. 

In every case the full word begins and ends with the same letter and here’s an example by way of 
illustration.  Given “_LUR_” as the clue, add the letter  ‘B’ to front and back and you obtain the word 
‘BLURB’  

To provide a range of difficulty, the answers  cover a spectrum from common to rare, so if you want 
a target I suggest that a score of 6 is good and 8 excellent.  

1. _ROM_   2. _IDO_   3. _ERI_ 
4. _AYA_    5. _OLY_   6. _INI_ 
7. _OIN_    8. _UTD_   9. _UBI_ 
10. _AMB_ 

As ever, the answers can be found elsewhere in this edition. 

 

 

New fashions for the season ahead 

London Fashion Week takes place 14th to 18th September.  Hundreds of buyers, journalists, bloggers, 
fashionistas and photographers will all be in attendance as the top fashion houses showcase their new 
prints, fabrics, cuts and shapes for the spring and summer of 2019. 

LFW is far more than pretty models strutting up and down a catwalk. For the industry, it is about creating a 
platform to showcase the latest trends and talent. Each of the fashion houses hope to become part of the 
identity of the style-conscious members of the public. 

For many people, what they wear symbolises who they are, or who they want to be.  They see their clothes 
as an extension of themselves. They believe that wearing expensive clothes somehow makes them ‘worth 
more’ as people.  

But we don’t need to spend a fortune on our clothes in order to make us ‘worth’ something. Each one of us 
was created by God, in His image, and He knows and loves each one of us.  When we look to Him to find our 
true worth, we will find peace and true security in a daily relationship, not in what we wear.   

 

 

Don’t fight ‘book block’ 

Don’t feel guilty about giving up on a novel.  If you don’t enjoy it, simply abandon it.   

That’s the advice of the Reading Agency, a literary charity which recently surveyed our novel reading habits.  
It found that more than 20 per cent of us refuse to give up on a book once we have started – even though it 
is hard work.  Some of us struggle for weeks, or even months, before acknowledging defeat.    

The Reading Agency suggests instead that anyone who hits ‘book block’ should simply let the book go.  ‘You 
should never force yourself to read something you’re not enjoying.’ 





Smile-lines 

The hot heckler 

Tony Benn, who used a hearing aid, recalled a meeting in a church hall on a terribly hot day. 
‘There was a heckler who kept interrupting. Eventually I tackled him and said: “If you want a 
separate meeting of your own, fine, go away and have it. Stop trying to wreck ours.” When 
he intervened a fourth time, I caught what he was actually saying, which was “Could 
somebody please open a window?”’ 

** 

Baby on way 

999 Caller: ‘Help! My wife has gone into labour and her contractions are four minutes 
apart!’ 
999 Operator: ‘Is this her first child?’ 
999 Caller: ‘Of course not, you idiot! This is her husband!’ 

** 

Good husband 

Military men should make ideal husbands - they're in good health, they can cook, sew, and 
make beds, and they're already accustomed to taking orders. 

** 

Hear our prayer? 

A five-year-old said grace at family dinner one night. ‘Dear God, thank you for these 
pancakes...’  When he concluded, his parents asked him why he thanked God for pancakes 
when they were eating chicken.  ‘I wanted to see if He was paying attention tonight.’ 

** 

Alternative prayer 

Charlie had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. After a while he emerged and 
informed his mother that he had thought it over and then said a prayer. ‘Fine’, said the 
pleased mother. ‘If you ask God to help you not misbehave, He will help you.’  

‘Oh, I didn't ask Him to help me not misbehave,’ said Charlie. ‘I asked Him to help you put 
up with me.’ 

** 

 

 



How to get to heaven 

The teacher asked her Sunday School class: ‘If sold my house and my car, had a big car 
boot sale and gave all my money to the church, would I get into Heaven?’  ‘No!’ the children 
all answered. 

‘If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the grass, and kept everything neat and tidy, 
would I get into Heaven?’  Again, the answer was, ‘No!’ 

‘Well,’ she continued, ‘then how can I get into Heaven?’  A five-year-old boy shouted out, 
‘You’ve got to be dead first!’ 

** 

Call anytime 

A minister assured his congregation that they should feel free to call him anytime they had a 
problem. That night the minister's phone rang at 3 a.m. On the other end was a dear elderly 
lady who said, ‘I can't sleep.’ 

‘I’m so sorry to hear that,’ he comforted her. ‘But what can I do about it?’  

She sweetly replied, ‘Preach to me a while, pastor.’  

** 

Old leaf? 

A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the old 
pages. Suddenly something fell out of the Bible.  He picked up the object and looked at 
it.  What he saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the pages.   

‘Mum, look what I found!’ the boy called out with astonishment in his voice.  He turned the 
leaf over and over. ‘I think it's Adam's underwear.’ 

** 

Deliver us.. 

I had been teaching my three-year-old daughter the Lord's Prayer.  Then one evening at 
bedtime she attempted it solo.  I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word, 
right up to the end of the prayer. ‘Lead us not into temptation,’ she prayed, ‘but deliver us 
from e-mail.  Amen.’ 

** 

 
 
 
 





God in the Arts 

  For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is exploring symbols of the Christian faith as found in 
works of art. 

 ‘He gave us eyes to see them’ – Church of the Multiplication at Tabgha 

All the saints have their special symbols. When we see a saint in a window or painting 
carrying loaves of bread, we know it is St Philip. It was Philip who wondered how the 
multitude gathered around Jesus could be fed in John 6. Our Lord met their hunger with just 
five loaves and two fish.  

Bread has always been a staple food in the Holy Land, and in July the media reported that 
the oldest bread had been found in the remains of a Jordanian fire 14,000 years ago. Today 
all kinds of bread are sold in our bakeries and supermarkets. Each country has its own way 
of producing bread, but at heart it is the same procedure combining the four ancient 
elements of life: earth, air, water and fire - earth producing the grain for flour, air to 
transform the dough, water added to the mix, and fire to bake the bread. 

Bishop Geoffrey Rowell tells the story of sharing a picnic with some Lebanese Christians. 
Fragments of the bread were scattered on the ground, and he idly cracked them with his 
feet. The reaction was immediate. ‘Don’t do that’ one said. ‘It is bread. It is life.’ John tells us 
in chapter 6 how bread is a sign of life for the people, and a sign that points to Jesus whose 
life is generously shared with others.  

A church was built on the site of that miracle at Tabgha by the north-west shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. It is called the Church of the Multiplication. On the floor in front of the altar is a 
5th century mosaic depicting the loaves and fish – beautiful and immediate in its simplicity. 

We enter our own churches and see bread offered on the altar at every eucharist, and 
rejoice that Jesus is our host as He was by the Sea of Galilee. He comes to us with the same 
invitations: ‘Take and eat. See and believe.’ He offers us the bread of life. But more than 
that: He offers us the bread of eternal life. 

 

 

Puzzle corner answers 

1. AROMA, 2. WIDOW, 3. EERIE, 4. KAYAK, 5. POLYP, 6. MINIM, 7. GOING, 8. 
OUTDO,  
9. CUBIC, 10. IAMBI.  

 

 

 



HORESTON GRANGE :-    PREACHER,  STEWARDS,  READERS ETC  SEPTEMBER 

 

DATE SERVICE PREACHER STEWARDS LEADER READER 1 READER 2 
2/9/18 MW Anglican Brian Cartwright, 

Judith Wilson, 
Jean Roper 

Cath Taylor Mary 
Howley 

Judith Wilson 

9/9/18 G & C B Cartwright 
& Hilary Carr 

Eddie & Diane 
Reubens, Carol 
Harris 

J Wilson Jean Roper Kath Roper 

16/9/18 NO 
SERVICE 
AT HG 

Harvest 
Service at 
Atherstone 

There will be a buffet after this service 

23/9/18 MW B Holdforth Max & Mary 
Healey 

Cath Taylor Diane 
Reubens 

Eddie 
Reubens 

30/9/18 C E Reubens Mary Howley, 
Sylvia Griffin, 
Alan Cook 

Brian 
Cartwright 

Christine 
Bloodworth 

David 
Bloodworth 

 

• The Induction service for our new Minister, Rev Allan Smith will take place on Saturday 20th 
October at the URC Church Nuneaton at 3-00pm. This will be followed by refreshments.  If you 
would like to come and don’t have transport, please speak to one of the council members. 
Likewise, if you have a spare seat in your car let a council member know. 
 

 FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday Sept 3rd Church Council Meeting 7.00pm at Church 

Sept 9th   Gift Day 

Bible Study 

Tuesday 11th Sept 7-15 for 7-30 

Tuesday  25th  Sept 7-15 for 7-30 

Sunday 16th Harvest Festival at Atherstone Church followed by Buffet meal 

FUNCLUB  Friday 21st September 

Saturday  Sept 28th  Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 

DATES TO PUT IN YOUR DIARY 

Our Harvest Service  Oct 7th 

Harvest coffee morning 6th Oct 

Dressing church    Friday 5th after 1-00pm 

Murder Mystery Evening   Oct 27th  Tickets will be on sale soon  
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