


Dear Friends, 

As I write this we are in the middle of Lent rapidly heading towards Easter. 

Various denominations of the Christian Faith tell us that this is the time for 
reflection and preparation for the wonderful miracle of Easter to come. It is a 
time of fasting, praying and reconciliations. 

For us, in the twenty first century, it seems to be difficult to decide what to 
“give up”. We all seem to have so much. Generally we do not go hungry, we 
are not cold and we are well clothed against the elements. 

This is not true for everyone in our society. Some families fast every week 
through lack of food. They might have to make the decision to go hungry or be 
warm and then the failure to have enough money to meet their basic needs 
can easily lead them in to homelessness. 

Homelessness is a complex and growing problem. It may be caused by drug 
addiction, alcoholism, mental problems or a break down in relationships or any 
combination of the above. It is particularly sad to see that it is rising in the 
young. 

What can we do about it? 

Allan, our vicar, was at the pancake event that Bedworth put on and was well 
advertised in last month’s jottings. The mayor of Nuneaton and Bedworth had 
been invited,and he came.Him and Allen discussed his charity for the year, 
”Doorway”. 

Doorway is a charity trying hard to get young people off the streets. Their 
ambition is to acquire a house and use it for multiple occupancy, with separate 
bedrooms but with communal areas to avoid isolation. This is, clearly, a 
worthwhile project which any of us can support, either through the mayor or 
direct to Doorway. 

 When did you last throw away food? When I was young if I left any food on my 
plate I was told to eat it all up because some little child in Africa or India would 
be very grateful to eat what I wanted to leave. I never thought  that children in 
my country, would go hungry again after the introduction of the welfare state 
but they do today. So let us help the food bank as much as we can. 



God made all of us in his image and each one of us is one of his children. It 
does not matter what age, sex, colour, background or circumstances that we 
find ourselves in He loves us all. 

As we move towards Easter this year let us reflect as we pray and think to 
ourselves :- “what would Jesus have done”. 

Shalom 

Eddie  

 

Minister: Rev Dr Allan Smith  Tel: 02477 921 338 

allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk 
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Forgive 

One particular four-year-old prayed, "And forgive us our trash 
baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets." 

** 

Quiet 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on the way 
to Church service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"  

One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping." 

 

 

mailto:allan.smith@urcnorthwarwickshire.org.uk
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                           APRIL DATES 

 

Wed 3rd April        Lent Course                          12.30-2.30pm 

 

Wed 3rd April        Church Council meeting                7.00pm 

 

Sun 7th April         Morning Worship Rev A Smith     10.30am  

 

Wed 10th April      Lent Course                           12.30-2.30pm 

 

Sun 14 April        Palm Sunday Worship Rev Salter  10.30am  

  

Thur 18th April     Passover Meal                                   6.30pm 

 

Fri 19th April        Good Friday Service Brian Cartwright 10.30am 

                             Followed by hot cross buns and coffee 

 

Sun 21st April      Easter Day Service  Judith Wilson   10.30am 

 

Sun 28th April      Morning Worship Brian Cartwright   10.30am 

  

 



 

Nuneaton Foodbank 
c/o 157 Windermere Avenue 
Nuneaton 
Warwickshire 
CV11 6HN 
T 07842074987 
E nfbmanager2013@gmail.com 
W www.nuneaton.foodbank.org.uk 

         

 

50.3kgs 
The Nuneaton Foodbank gratefully acknowledges 

this wonderfully helpful donation of food from 

Horeston Grange 
Church Centre 

Thank you very much indeed for your gifts to 
support those in need in the Nuneaton area. 

 
16th March 2019 

                                                         

                                                          
                                                          David Stanier 
                              Chair of Nuneaton Foodbank Management Committee 

Reg. Charity No: 1110522 Reg. Ltd Co. 
. in England and Wales 

Nuneaton Foodbank is run in partnership with local churches 
Registered charity number: 1159747   |   Registered in England & Wales 



Nuneaton Foodbank is run in partnership with local churches 
Registered charity number: 1159747  |   Registered in England & Wales         

 
 

 

                  

Nuneaton Foodbank 
c/o 157 Windermere Avenue 
Nuneaton 
Warwickshire 
CV11 6HN 
T 07842074987 
E nfbmanager2013@gmail.com 
W www.nuneaton.foodbank.org.uk 

16th March 2019 Update and thanks  
Dear Foodbank Supporters and Donors, 
Since the last update two weeks ago on 2nd February, we have distributed food to 204 people, 
(which has included 67 children). Our volunteers have ‘signposted’ the adults visiting our four 
centres to further help and support in order to begin to move them out of the crisis they are in. 
LATEST DATA as at 16th March 
Number of 
people fed 
since last 
update 

Total 
Numbers fed 

from 1st 
April 2018 

Total 
Numbers fed 
since launch in 

2013 

Food donated since 
last update  

Food 
distributed 
since last 
update 

Difference in 
amount collected 

 204 which 
included 67 
children  

4579 which 
included 
1630 

children 

24717 which 
included 9118 

children 

1938.7kgs 
(4265.1lbs:  
38.08cwt: 
1.90 tons) 

1988.6kgs 
4374.9lbs: 
39.06cwt: 
1.95 tons) 

0.05 of a  
ton more 

distributed than  
donated 

 
As you can see, we have had 1.90 tons of food generously donated over this period, but have 
distributed 1.95 tons – we have distributed 49.9kgs (0.05 of a ton) more than has been donated 
over the period. 
This has meant that 3.85 tons of food has been processed by the warehouse team over two weeks, 
and we would like to thank all those volunteers involved in collecting, sorting, dating, stacking, and 
then preparing requisitions to go out from the warehouse.  
We have been extremely grateful for all the donations we have received over this period, and we 
have distributed all of this, and 0.05 of a ton more than this. We could not have done this without 
your help and support. 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO TWO SCHOOLS FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT ACADEMY 

                                                                                      
Our Lady and St Joseph’s Catholic Academy, and St Thomas More Catholic School and Sixth Form 
College, held a special Lent collection last week, and together donated 764.2kgs of food – which is 
0.75 of a ton. Thank you to pupils, parents friends and staff at these schools – these donations 
have helped us significantly. 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATES 
We all would like to thank everyone who donates to the foodbank –  Churches – Schools – local businesses 
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and organisations, and individual donors, who regularly donate food to help those in need locally. 
We are always very pleased to receive individual and corporate cash donations, which help us to purchase 
bread and spread and other items, such as baby milk, nappies etc which we add to food parcels as needed. 
SHOPPING LIST OF ITEMS WE NEED URGENTLY 
We know that people like to know what we are particularly in need of when they are thinking of donating 
food, and at the moment we would be really grateful for:-  
Fruit Juice; UHT Milk; Cereals; Steamed Puddings Small packs of Instant 
Mash; Large packs of Instant Mash;  
As always, any donations at all are very warmly welcomed, but the above items are particularly needed. 
 
 
If you are aware of friends or relatives that might wish to support the work of the 
foodbank in helping families in need in the local Nuneaton community, and who want to know 
where they can make food donations, the following places kindly have collection points:- 
ASDA; SAINSBURYS; ATTLEBOROUGH CO-OP; BULKINGTON CO-OP; YORKSHIRE 
BANK; NUNEATON TOWN HALL; CAFFE NERO; NUFFIELD HEALTH GYM and many local 
churches. 

WE URGENTLY NEED VOLUNTEERS 
In order to continue to provide the support needed at our four centres, which working together give 
access five days a week to emergency food parcels for those in need, we rely on the help of 
volunteers. We are always grateful for the help of volunteers, and there are a number of different 
jobs that need to be done in order to enable the Nuneaton Foodbank to operate efficiently. 

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP? 
If you would like to help us by being a volunteer please contact our Volunteer Co-ordinator 
(nfbvolunteers@gmail.com) 
 
Again many thanks to you all for your ongoing generous support. 
Kind regards,  
David 

mailto:nfbvolunteers@gmail.com


Smile-lines for April 
 
 
 
** 
 
Egg 
 
Church notice:  This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Cusworth to come 
forward and lay an egg on the altar. 
 
** 
 
The bishop’s visit 
 
A bishop was visiting a small church in his diocese for Easter.  He wanted the 
young people to understand what he had to say about the Good Shepherd, so he 
dressed up in his bishop’s long, flowing robes and carried his crook.  “Now,” 
beamed the bishop, “do you know who I am?”   
 
After a moment’s silence, one child ventured “Little Bo Peep?” 
 
** 
 
Tactful 
 
There was once a minister who was determined that things should be done 
properly during each service, yet he had a great gift for being gentle and tactful. 
 
The congregation often read the 23rd Psalm together. One Sunday before they 
started, he said smilingly: “Oh, may I ask the lady who always arrives at the still 
waters while the rest of us are in the green pastures, to wait for us this time?” 
 
** 
 
Great expectations 
 
At a baptism the young minister was full of enthusiasm.  He held the baby in his 
arms and speculated aloud as to the child’s possible future.  “He may become a 
captain of industry, a great scientist, or a gifted teacher – someone on whom 
hundreds of young boys may model themselves.”  Then turning to the parents in 
a rather grand manner, he asked, “And so what name to you give to this child?” 
 
Timidly, the reply came: “Amanda Jane.” 
 
 
 
** 
 



The Good Samaritan 
 
A young minister was telling his church the story of the Good Samaritan, in 
which a man was beaten, robbed and left for dead.  He got carried away and 
described the situation in vivid detail, wanting his congregation to catch the 
drama of it all.   
 
Then he asked rhetorically:  'If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all 
wounded and bleeding, what would you do?'   
 
A little girl broke the hushed silence, “I think I'd be sick.” 
 
** 
 
Higher power? 
 
A Sunday school teacher said to her children, ' We have been learning how 
powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. But there is a higher power.  Can 
anybody tell me what it is?’  One child blurted out, ‘Aces!’ 
 
** 
 
Moses and the Red Sea 
 
Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday 
school. 'Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines 
on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  
 
“When he got to the Red Sea, Moses had his army build a pontoon bridge and all 
the people walked across safely. Then, he radioed HQ for reinforcements. They 
sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.” 
 
“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother asked, 
startled.   
 
“Well, no,” her son admitted.  “But if I told it the way the teacher did, you'd never 
believe it!” 
 
** 
Miscellaneous musings on life: 
 
- Why is yawning contagious? 
 
- You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left 
a little note on the windshield that read: ‘Parking Fine’. That was so nice. 
 
- You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive. You never learn 
to pray until your kids learn to drive. 
 



** 
 
With a new tax year beginning…. 
 
The teacher asked a precocious youngster what he was going to be when he 
grew up, and he said a taxpayer. 
 
Inflation or no inflation, the cost of living seems to remain about the same – all 
that we earn. 
 
Man wants but little here below, but usually gets along on less. 
 
A recession is a period in which you tighten up your belt.  A depression is a time 
in which you have no belt to tighten.  When you have no trousers to hold up, it’s a 
panic. 
 
A man said his credit card was stolen, but he decided not to report it because the 
thief was spending less than his wife did. 
 
** 
 
Exercise 
 
With summer coming, I had to face the fact that my body was totally out of shape. 
So I joined a fitness club and signed up for the aerobics class. I got to the club, 
and there I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for an 
hour.  But by the time I got my clothes off and my sweats on, the class was over. 
 
** 
 
Christian upbringing 
 
After the baptism of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all the way home 
in the back seat of the car. His father asked him three times what was wrong. 
Finally, the boy replied, "That preacher said he wants us brought up in a 
Christian home, but I want to stay with you and Mum." 
 
** 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
I had been teaching my three-year-old daughter, Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer for 
several evenings at bedtime. She would repeat after me the lines from the 
prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully 
enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer: "Lead us not into 
temptation," she prayed, "but deliver us from E-mail.” 
 
** 
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